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2 Clarinets in Bb 
2 Bassoons 
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1 Bass Trombone 
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Double Bass 
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Cantus is dedicated to and commissioned by the Rogue Valley Symphony 
for its 50th Anniversary Season. 

 
 

 
NOTES: Cantus is a large-scale single-movement work, which was envisioned as a complex 
musical telling of the stories of cosmic origins and the emergence of forms.  It begins with an 
auditory landscape of motion and orchestral flurry which seems chaotic at first, but which 
gradually coalesces into harmonies, and then into motives and themes.  These are rooted in a 
single core melody, or cantus, of 20 notes, from which the primary materials of the piece were 
generated.  The cantus itself appears several times throughout the work, often nearly embedded 
in more complex tapestries, until it finally emerges as a solo song near the end of the work. 
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12' Splash Cymbal, 
with dowel bundle

Div.

w>

>̇ .œ ‰
w>

>̇ .œ ‰
w

>̇ .œ ‰
w>

w>
ẇ
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;  q = 144  =  Œ Ç    :  (q = 96) 
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